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WHY A NAVIGATOR? 

October 7, 1991 Yeatman Anderson III 

According to Charles Kuralt, one can, thanks to 
the Interstate Highways, go coast to coast without 
seeing anything. He might have added from border to 
border or for that matter from Cincinnati to Cleveland. 
~nterstates are fast, convenient and dull. If you are 
~n a hurry take an Interstate. Luckily, there is an 
alternative, but you need a navigator. 

I discovered this back in the days when we had to 
go to Florida every year to visit grandparents. Of 
course, we could have taken I-75 both ways. But 
because it is a long, dull trip, we would have had to 
gag and straightjacket the children if we were to 
arrive in a reasonably sound mental and physical 
condition. So we got out the maps and tour guides to 
find interesting and educational alternative routes to 
Florida and we found them. It is amazing the number of 
ways you can get to Clearwater from here. A whole new 
world was opened up. The world of the numbered U.S. 
and state highways - the old way to get from here to 
there. I have been navigating them in practice and in 
imagination ever since. 

It is hard to realize now but the American road 
system that we know today really carne about in this 
century within the memory of many of us. Out earliest 
roads were mere foot trails made by the Indians and 
such animals as the elk and eastern buffalo. These 
trails generally followed high ground so that they were 
more or less useable year round. They crisscrossed ~he 
wilderness and were used by the colonists when there 
was no way of reaching where they wanted to go by 
water. 

A number of the better known trails, much 
modified have been incorporated into our modern road , . 
system. Among these are the Iroquois Tra11 from 
Albany, along the Mohawk River Valley, to Niagar~ 
Falls; Nemacolin's Path from the upper potomac R~ver to 
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Pittsburgh; and the -arT ·or 's Path over the Cumberland 
Gap to the Falls of e 0 io River. 

The settlers did . clear and widen some of 
these trails into wago roads . But generally speaking, 
they were local in c ara er and were seas of mud or 
clouds of dust depend · the season. At the close 
of the 18th century for better roads led to the 
building of some pr iva owned turnpikes. A system 
that was to continue f other hundred years. 

The Federal gove~ 
construction of one r -
the Ohio Valley which 
Cumberland or Nationa 
from Atlantic city t o 

did finance the 
the Atlantic seaboard to 

1818. Known as the 

the Jeffersonian and Ja'~~~'11 

is now U.S. 40 and runs 
City. However, because 

an Democrats opposed 
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construction of the Co 
improvement which aide 
became in the last c e 
affair. Most of the 
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- e basis of a strict 
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Interest in impr roads began again in the 
1890's due to rura l free ~e ivery of the mail and the 
bicycle. Well, wou · k e riding a bike through a 
sea of mud up to your e? The League of American 
Wheelman joined wit _ =armers in demanding better 
roads. After 1900 a i e owners joined in as did 
the railroads that de_~~~~ on the farmer. 

Guides and maps 
published for the use 
automobilists. The 
triptiks. Go 1/4 
to red barn and so & 

more elaborate but 
being published. 

e simplest kind began to be 
- e bicyclists and 

oth ing much more than 
oak tree, turn left 3 miles 

By the teens regional books, 
ore informative, were 

Then in 19 16 e = · rst Federal Aid for Roads bill 
was passed. The Jeffer sonian objections to 
internal improv ents were overcome by appropriating 
money for highways and then allocating it to the 
various states wi strings attached, such as 
establishing state hig way departments . In any event, 
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in the 1920's and 30'S wagon tracks were graded, 
widened and paved with astonishing speed. By the 
1930's highway atlases were being published by Ra~d . 
McNally and oil companies such as Shell were publ1.sh1.ng 
free state highway maps. Now one could go from here to 
there on a fine two lane paved highway. 

After World War II work continued on improving the 
highway system. "Thank-you-ma'ams" began to disappear 
as roads were again widened, straightened, regraded and 
repaved. U.S. numbered highways were our interstates 
taking us from coast to coast and connecting us with 
all the major and minor cities. 

So just for fun let us see what would happen if we 
followed from beginning to end the seven U.S. numbered 
highways that connect Cincinnati with the rest of the 
country: i.e. U.S. 22, 25, 27, 42, 50, 52 and 127. 
Parenthetically, while like you I have been on all 
seven highways, I have only traveled one from end to 
end, so this is not a story of my trip. 

Let us begin at the beginning with U.S. 22, Ohio 
3. It starts in downtown Cincinnati around city Hall 
and heads out Gilbert Ave. and Montgomery Road, through 
Norwood to Montgomery. Then down into the Little Miami 
River valley and into rural Ohio to Washington Court 
House where Ohio 3 turns off to Columbus. Remember 
when this used to be our route to Columbus? However 22 
continues on east to Lancaster and Zanesville to 
steubenville. It crosses the Ohio River to Wierton, W. 
Va., past empty and closed steel mills to Moon River, 
Pa. where it joins U.S. 30 to Pittsburgh. Here it runs 
along the Monongahela River side of Pittsburgh much 
like Columbia Parkway; but, even more important, 
virtually all of tourist Pittsburgh can be reached from 
U.S. 22 and it is well worth the time. Old smoky has 
cleaned up her act and much of her is now quite 
attractive. 

u.s. 22 leaves Pittsburgh and plunges into the 
heart of the Allegheny Mountains and right through the 
middle of the state to Monroeville to Altoona. You 
will want to stop off here and see the famous horseshoe 
c urve of the old Pennsylvania Railroad, now Amtrak. 
Then on to Lewistown and the spectacular Juniata River 
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Gorge. U.S. 22 fo o~s the Juniata to its junction 
with the Susqueha a River and down the east side of 
the latter river to Harrisburg, the state capital. 

From there it goes to 
Reservation and then j i 
crosses the Delaware er 
leaves 1-78 at Annanda e 
Plainfield and a number of 
communities to Newark. 

Indian Town Gap Military 
- 78 to Allentown. It 

at Phil lipsburgh, N.J. 22 
d goes on east through 

ew Jersey bedroom 

U.S. 22 apparent ly at the Newark Airport and 
junction of the Pulaski S~T~" and the New Jersey 
Turnpike. Take either 0 e the Holland Tunnel and 
Spring street, New York C· From Fountain Square to 
Times Square via Montgo e oad . Who would have 
thought it. 

To my mind, and this:5 e only highway I have 
been on from start to f " , the dullest drive is U.s. 
42. Yet at one time it ruly a major highway. It 
begins in downtown Cle ve a d goes southwest to 
Mansfield, and I have t ' t a very fine garden, the 
Kingwood Center, then o. elaware, Xenia, Lebanon 
and enters Cincinnat i ia _eading Road. It leaves on 
the Dixie Highway to F re.: ee, Ky. , turns west to 
Warsaw and Carrollton an r ghly along the Ohio River 
to Louisville where it e at Main Street, and if I 
recall rightly, an adu t boo store and movie theater. 
It is simply not a very _ terest ing drive through 
farmland. 

A far more interes . 9 ighway is U.S. 52. After 
all it begins in the la of sweet magnolias, azaleas 
and southern bel les. It begins near the Battery in the 
historic distr ict of C arleston , S.C. After several 
days there you head out on 52 through the tidewater 
region of South Carolina - swamps , marshes and 
tidewater rivers - to Florence and Cheraw - where you 
might want to spend so e time in the historic district 
of ante-be llum homes . Then on to McFarlan, N.C. 

Here U.S. 52 turns north to salisbury and Winston
Salem. Take time to visit these two old North Carolina 
cities. Since this is a rather heavily populated area, 
U.S. 52 becomes an important four lane highway all the 



way to the Virginia border. In Virginia, however, 52 
is a very unimportant road indeed as it crosses the 
Blue Ridge Mountains to Whytheville. It is so 
unimportant it almost goes off the map as it crosses 
Big Walker Mountain to Bluefield, W. Va. 
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In West Virginia, u.s. 52 will certainly test your 
driving skills and vocabulary as you cross the 
Pocahontas coalfields and the Appalachian Mountains 
into the Tug Fork Valley of the Big Sandy River. It is 
the major highway along the Kentucky border through the 
heart of a major coal mining district. It finally dips 
into the Ohio River Valley at Huntington, W. Va. 

Across the River on the ohio side it turns west 
and becomes the stretch of u.s. 52 best known to most 
of us, particularly between Portsmouth and Cincinnati. 
It leaves us at Harrison, ohio and heads northwest to 
Indianapolis and Lafayette. At one time this was our 
route to those cities. It continues on northwest to 
Illinois. 

In Illinois, u.s. 52 travels north to Kankakee and 
Joliet. From here it turns west to the Mississippi 
River as a very minor secondary road. It actually goes 
off the triple A map between Dixon and Mt. Carroll 
which are catercorner from each other. However, you 
will have an exciting view of the flat farm lands of 
Illinois. 

It crosses the Mississippi River at Savanna, 
Illinois and then trends north as part of the Great 
River Road. It parallels the River to Dubuque and 
Froelich, Iowa. 52 then veers inland to Minnesota and 
Rochester. After visiting your friends at the Mayo 
Clinic get back on U.S. 52 as it becomes a divided 
highway to st. Paul and Minneapolis. At least a two
night stop here. But 52 moves on northwest as it joins 
1-94 to Fargo, North Dakota after passing through the 
lake region of Minnesota. 

At Jamestown, N.D., it leaves 1-94 and again heads 
northwest to Minot. At one time in the 1880's this was 
the end of the line for the Great Northern Railroad. 
The conductor would announce this fact by shouting, 
"Minot, this is M-I-N-O-T, end of line. Prepare to 
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meet your God . " It see s Minot was a wide open 
frontier town, the sin capital of North Dakota. From 
the now quiet Minot, . S. 52 goes to Portal and the 
Canadian border where, of course, it ends. But, hang 
in there, cross the border and cont inue on its Canadian 
counterpart - Provincia 39 to of all places, Moose 
Jaw, Saskatchewan! 

Now you have to a i that this is some trip from 
Charleston to Cincinnat i 0 oose Jaw. 

u.s. 27 and 127 are sister highways - seldom as 
much as fifty miles apart. At one time 27 began at 
Cheboygan, Michigan. But 1 - 5 knocked that out, 
although part of the old road can be traced from Indian 
River to Graylings. Today, 27 beg ins off of 1-75 five 
miles south of Shel lenbarger Lake. It heads south as a 
divided highway through the center of Michigan to 
Lansing, the state capita, where it jojns 1-69. 

It is also here that u .s. 127 begins. It also 
proceeds south as a divided highway to Jackson and then 
on as a two lane h ighway to the Ohio border. In the 
meantime 27 and 1-69 head toward Battle Creek but miss 
it by about 10 mi les and g o on south to the Indiana 
border. 

In Indiana they go on south through the Indiana 
lake country to Fort Wayne where 27 bids farewell to 
1-69. It then proceeds on to Richmond and to Oxford, 
Ohio, and hence to Cincinnati. u.s. 127, meanwhile 
travels south along t he Ohio-Indiana border to 
Cincinnati roughly following the old route taken by 
Arthur st. Clair to defeat and Anthony Wayne to 
victory. 

u.s. 127 crosses the Ohio River to Florence and on 
to Frankfort, Harrodsburg and Danville. Then it goes 
along Cumberland Lake and over the Penny Royal Plateau 
into the Appalachian Mountains and Tennessee. Here it 
goes to Jamestown, Signal Mountain and ends in 
Chattanooga. 

On the other hand, u.s. 27 leaves Cincinnati by 
the Central Bridge into beautiful downtown Newport and 
York Street. Then on to Alexandria, Cynthiana and 



Lexington to Somerset and so over the Cumberland 
Plateau and Mountains into Tennessee. 
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Both U.S. 27 and 127 put you into the Big South 
Fork National River and Recreation Area, an area of 
natural arches, pinnacles, spires and other such 
natural spectacles. While you are in the area you 
might as well stop off and visit Rugby. If you do not 
know why you should visit it read Ernest I. Miller's 
paper on historic Rugby. 

Back on U.S. 27 you go down the Tennessee River 
Valley to Watt's Bar Dam to Dayton and the Monkey 
Trial, to Soddy-Daisy and into Chattanooga. Be sure to 
stay off I-124 and visit the Chattanooga Choo Choo 
instead. You can also visit Lookout Mountain 
Battlefield and Rock City. 

At one time u.s. 27 like 127 ended here. But 
tOday it goes on into Georgia and more civil War 
battlefields and to Rome. Built on seven hills, it is 
a river city that played an important role in the War 
Between the states. Then on to LaGrange, just south of 
which, U.S. 27 splits into 27 and Alt. 27. All 
Democrats must turn left onto Alt. 27 and proceed to 
Warm Springs and the Little White House, a memorial 
shrine to Franklin Delano Roosevelt. All others keep 
to the right and go straight ahead. Both will take you 
to Callaway Gardens - a must visit. Be sure to wave 
hello to Jim Wilson. 

It all gets back together at Columbus, Georgia and 
Fort Benning and the Infantry Museum. Then on to 
Blakely and the peanut monument. U.S. 27 enters 
Florida at Hinson and goes on to Tallahassee and the 
state capital building. Here it turns east at Perry 
and then south down the middle of the state till it 
splits into 27 and Alt. 27. 

The latter goes to Cross city, Chiefland and to 
Williston. Regular 27 goes to Branford, High Springs 
and Williston. The rejoined highway is now a scenic 
highway to Ocala and Lake Wales. From here you can 
visit Disney World, Silver Springs and Cypress Gardens. 
But save some money. 
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U.S. 27 cont inues 
Okeechobeen and thro g 
New River Canal t o H'a 
N.W. 36th street and e 
just a short block fro 
Miami Beach. 

Not bad for a co 
summer home in Michig 
with educational stops 

on to Clewiston, Lake 
the Everglades Swamp along the 

eah, then past the race track to 
s at Biscayne Blvd., Miami, 

e Jul i a Tuttle Causeway to 

_e o f highways. From your 
o your winter home in Florida 

e way . 

At one time u. s. 2- began at Port Huron, Michigan 
o_ed , Lima, Dayton and came into and went to Detroit , 

Cincinnati on Reading 
wiped this section off 
and crosses the Ohio R ' 
Br i dge to Florence Y'a 
th i ng. It parallels I -~5 

times the highways are . 

U.S. 25 was, o f c 
Lex ington, Berea a nd 
and the Barn Dance , Je 
Ridge and Knoxvil le. 
to Gatlinburg, Pigeo. 
Mountains to Newport , 

However, 1-94 and 1-75 
e ap e Today, 25 begins here 

er on t he Clay Wade Bailey 
h e n it does a very odd 

to Knoxville, Tennessee. At 
in sight of each other. 

se, t he old route to 
one Tavern, Renfro Valley 

' co, Tennessee, Norris Dam, Oak 
ere i t turns east past the road 

Forge and the Great Smoky 
ennessee. 

Back at Corbi , entucky, you get a hard choice 
and can, if you wis , opt to take 25 east to Bailey 
Switch, Kentucky to e Cumberland Gap National 
Historical Park , t e on to Tazewell to Bean Station to 
Newport where it re ' oins 25 West. 

It then joins .S. 7 0 for a beautiful trip along 
the French Broad River through the mountains to unite 
with U.S. 19 a nd into Asheville, N.C. Just stay on _ 
U.S. 25 to t he entrance to the Biltmore Estate ' where 
you can now see the servants' quarters and some of the 
bathrooms. 

After buying s e veral bottles of the estate wine, 
head on to Hendersonville a nd Jump Off Rock with its 
panoramic v iews o f the Blue Ri dge and the Pisgah 
Mountain Ranges. Next on to Greenville, s.c. where you 
can drive past the h ouse on Caper Street where the 
Andersons once lived, t hen vi a the Augusta Road to 
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Greenwood and Augusta, Georgia. U.S. 25 goes right 
past the famous golf course. From here it continues to 
Hephzibah, Hopeulikit and Ludowici to Brunswick,and t~e 
Sea Islands of Georgia. Not at all a bad vacatl0n trlp 
and a lot more fun than I-75. 

Now, for a real adventuresome, test your driving 
skills and car highway take U.S. 50. For a genuine see 
America first also take U.S. 50. It is one of the very 
few highways, numbered or interstate, that is truly 
transcontinental. 

It begins at Ocean City, a resort town on a 
barrier island on the Atlantic coast of Maryland. A 
town noted for some strange reason for its summer 
wildwest show. U.S. 50 heads west to Salisbury and 
cambridge, then crosses the Chesapeake Bay at 
Grasonville to Annapolis. It now bypasses downtown 
Annapolis, but you are only a short distance from the 
Naval Academy. 

From here 50 is a four lane divided highway to 
Washington, D.C. It enters the city on New York Ave. 
to sixth Street to Constitution Ave. at the entrance to 
the National Gallery of Art. The Capital is on the 
left; however, 50 turns right past the Natural History 
Museum, American History Museum, National Archives, the 
White House and the Ellipse, Washington Monument, 
vietnam Memorial, around back of the Lincoln Memorial 
across the Arlington Memorial Bridge to Arlington 
Cemetery. Then on past the Iwo Jima Memorial, AAA 
Headquarters and on to historic Winchester. 

U.S. 50 winds into West Virginia and over the 
Appalachian Mountains to Clarksburg and on a divided 
highway to Parkersburg. Be sure to visit 
Blennerhassett Island Historical Park. Cross the Ohio 
River to Belpre, Coolville, Athens, Chillicothe, 
Milford and Wooster Pike. At one time Wooster Pike 
actually went to Wooster, Ohio, although why I cannot 
imagine. After a drive along the Ohio River it leaves 
Cincinnati for Lawrenceburg, Indiana. 

You then travel across the lovely hills and 
valleys of southern Indiana to Bedford and the 
Bluespring Caverns to Loogootee to Vincennes. There is 
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much to see here of historical importance including the 
George Rogers Clark National Historical Park. On the 
other side of the Wabash River in Illinois you travel 
across the prair ies to East st. Louis. 

At one time u . s . 50 went into downtown st. Louis. 
But today it is s hunted south through East st. Louis to 
the Jefferson Barracks Bridge as part of 1-255. Once 
over the Mississ ippi River it becomes Lindbergh Blvd. 
till it joins 1-44. While here be sure to visit the 
Museum at Jefferson Barracks before driving into st. 
Louis to visit the Arc . 

After leaving 1 - 44, .s. 50 heads to Jefferson 
city, the state capita , situated on the Missouri 
River. The Capita l B . dOng contains paintings by N.C. 
Wyeth, Thomas Hart Be to and others which makes it a 
must see. 50 cont inues on west, cross the prairies to 
Sedalia, where it beco es a divided highway into Kansas 
City. A gain the road does not go into the center of 
town, but you can s ' visit the Truman Library and 
Museum. 

In Kansas, U. S. 50 crosses the Great Plains where 
agriculture dominates the economy. So you will see 
lots of wheat fie lds and cow pastures. After leaving 
Kansas city, 50 joi s 1 -35 to Emporia, home of William 
Allen White. Then it goes on its own to Newton, best 
remembered for t he saying, "There is no Sunday west of 
Newton and no God west of Pueblo," and its later 
Mennonite settlers. 

U.S. 50 heads on wes t through Hutchinson to the 
most famous of a ll cow towns, "Hell on the Plains," 
Dodge City. You will want to stop off here and at 
least visit Boot Hill Cemetery. From here 50 parall~ls 
the Arkansas River and, more importantly, the old Sante 
Fe Trail. At a number of po i nts you can actually see 
the wagon ruts off to the side of the road. It does 
not leave the Trial until La Junta, Colorado, where the 
Trail turns south to Sante Fe . But you must stop here 
and visit Bent's Old Forest National Monument, an 
important stop on the Sante Fe Trail. 
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u.s. 50 continues on toward the Rocky Mountains, 
passing through Pueblo, west of which, remember, there 
is no God. But there is spectacular scenery beginning 
at Canon City where the Arkansas River bursts from its 
canyon. Its scenery has been the background for a 
number of movies such as Cat Ballou and True Grit. For 
those who are experienced in driving narrow, winding, 
gravel mountain roads, try the Phantom Canyon Highway, 
just east of Canon city, a thirty-five mile drive to 
Cripple Creek. Just west of ca1.ron city on u.s. 50 is 
the Royal Gorge Bridge, the world's highest suspension 
bridge, as well as views of the Gorge itself. 

Then it is on to Gunnison and the Curecanti 
National Recreation Area and the Gunnison National 
Forest which is in the Grand Mesa area of Colorado and 
contains 22 peaks topping 13,000 feet. u.s. 50 
continues on to Montrose and the entrance to the south 
rim of the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National 
Monument. It is truly one of the great views of the 
united states. From Montrose, 50 travels through 
farming land to Grand Junction. South of the city on 
50 is the spectacular switchback road to Land's End, 
the western most edge of the Grand Mesa. west of Grand 
Junction is the entrance to the Colorado National 
Monument. 

u.s. 50 goes ever onward west as I-70 joins it 
into utah. At the junction with u.s. 191 you can turn 
south to visit Arches National Park and canyonland 
Nationa l Park. Back on u.s. 50 1-70 continues on west 
over the San Rafael Reef and the Fish Lake Mountains. 
Or you can take a long detour by following state Route 
24 to Capitol Reef National Park. 

At one time u.s. 50 turned north at Price, utah 
for Provo and Salt Lake City. Then over the salt flats 
to Nevada. But no longer. Today, at Salina, 50 takes 
off on i ts own again to Delta, Utah, and over the 
Sevier Desert to Nevada. Just inside the border is the 
Great Basin National Park. You are indeed now in the 
Great Basin as you cross alkaline deserts and forested 
mountains, some well over a mile high. So make sure 
your car is in good shape as the amenities are few and 
far apart on u.S. 50 between Ely and Fallon, Nevada -
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"The loneliest road in America ." This was once part of 
the Pony Express route fro California to the east. 

From Fallon you can go into Carson city, the state 
capital, or you can take Alt . 50 to Reno and rejoin 
u.s. 50 in Carson city. his is an area you may want 
to spend some time in, ot because of Reno, but because 
of Lake Tahoe and the see ic drive around it. A short 
fourteen or fifteen . es north of the Lake is the 
Donner Pass with its sa Cincinnati connections. 
Virginia city is also e ose by and approached by 
several scenic state r tes . 

u.s. 50 leaves Tevada at the southern end of Lake 
Tahoe and heads across e great massif of the Sierra 
Nevada to the heart o~ e Mother Lode country of 
Cal i fornia. A s ide tr · _ on S.R. 49 will lead you to 
ghost towns and aban ed ines. From Pollock Pines, 
50 becomes a divided g way to Hangtown between known 
as Placerville and into Sacramento, the state 
capital. 

Today, u.S. 50 e ds here; but before some 
interstates usurped i , 50 went on south to stockton 
and west to Oakland. So until a few years ago u.S. 50 
did indeed go fro e Atlantic to Pacific Ocean. 
nowadays we have to be satisfied with the knowledge 
that Sacramento is a deep water port like New Orleans. 
Regardless, you ha e to admit that u.s. 50 is one whale 
of a highway and well worthy of a TV special of its 
own. 

I hope by now you realize the macho excitement 
that comes from driving numbered highways rather than 
the whimpy interstates. On your nexyt trip grab for 
the maps and guidebooks, be your own navigator, and ~o 
for the gusto. 


